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SUBJECT: ROC OFFICIALS STRESS IMPORTANCE OF TAIWAN IN 
ASIAN LINE OF DEFENSE 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1. IN RECENT SEPARATE JULY 19 APPEARANCES BEFORE COMMITTEES 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE YUAN, TWO HIGH-RANKING CHINESE OFFICIALS 
STRESSED THAT FOLLOWING THE FALL OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. 
TAIWAN HAD BECOME EVEN MORE IMPORTANT IN THE ASIAN LINE OF 
DEFENSE. 

2. LT. GEN. CHIANG WEI-KUO, COMMANDANT OF THE NATIONAL WAR 
COLLEGE AND SON OF CHIANG KAI-SHEK. TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE 
YUAN'S NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE THAT TO CONTROL THE SOUTH 
CHINA SEA. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE DEFENSE OF THE TAIWAN 
STRAIT BE BEEFED UP SO THAT THE FIRST-LINE DEFENSE CAN GIVE 
THE U.S. AMPLE TIME TO SEND IN ITS TROOPS WHEN NECESSARY. 
REVIEWING THE WORLD SITUATION AFTER THE FALL OF VIETNAM AND 
CAMBODIA, HE NOTED THAT THE U.S. HAS MADE NEW COMMITMENTS TO 
DEFEND VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD. HE REGRETTED THAT THE 
U.S. HAD FAILED TO TAKE THE STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT TAIWAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STRAIT INTO CONSIDERATION. HE ADDED THAT THE U.S. MUST HAVE 
AN OVERALL STRATEGIC SCHEME IN WHICH THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC 
REGION AND THE INDIAN OCEAN HAVE AN INDIVISIBLE RELATIONSHIP. 
TO KEEP THE INDIAN OCEAN IN FRIENDLY HANDS, IT WAS IMPORTANT 
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THAT THE TAIWAN STRAIT WHICH CONTROLS THE SEA LANE TO THE 
INDIAN OCEAN REMAIN IN FRIENDLY HANDS. 

3. FOREIGN MINISTER SHEN CHANG-HUAN, WHILE TESTIFYING BEFORE 
THE LEGISLATIVE YUAN'S FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE, SAID 
THAT AFTER THE FALL OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA, THE ROC HAS BE- 
COME AN EVEN MORE STRATEGIC LINK IN THE ASIAN CHAIN OF DEFENSE. 
NOTING THAT THE INTERESTS OF THE U.S. ARE CLOSELY LINKED WITH 
THOSE OF PACIFIC COUNTRIES, SHEN SAID THAT HE DID NOT THINK 
THE U.S. WOULD EVER PULL OUT OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC. THE 
U.S., HE ADDED, HAS TO RESTORE ITS CREDIBILITY AND WIN BACK 
THE CONFIDENCE OF ITS ALLIES. THUS IT HAS REITERATED ITS 
DEFENSE COMMITMENT TO THE ROC. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: 

3. IT IS APPARENT THAT AT LEAST PUBLICLY THE GROC WILL CON- 
TINUE TO STRESS THE "BENEFITS" ACCRUING TO IT AS A RESULT 
OF THE FALL OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA. 

UNGER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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